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as "the right to a full equivalent of labour" and "the right
to existence."* These formulae suit the social movements of
the time, which are still almost wholly directed towards
the securing of material goods. They are also significant
of the way in which egoistic and altruistic motives are
intermingled, and of the insufficiency of all such efforts
to reform society without referring to the ethical principles
of the social order. True, the fundamental law that labour
should be rewarded according to its value has a moral basis.
Hence even in the most ideally moral society there will be
differences of property and position corresponding to in-
dividual differences in capacity. Communistic society is
as far removed as possible from the social ideal, precisely
because it does away with such differences. But the demand
that every man shall receive a full equivalent for his labour
pushes this principle, in itself right and just, to the extreme
of reckless egoism, where the individual does everything
for himself and nothing for others, and a moral order of
society becomes impossible. While the first of these prin-
ciples thus demands more for the individual than the moral
community, upon which the very existence of individuals
depends, can ever ensure to him, the second, which claims
for him the right to exist, demands too little. The task of
a truly moral order of society will always be not merely
to render the individual's external existence possible, but
to make it possible in such a form that, whatever station
in life he occupies, he can share the intellectual interests of
the community and thus attain that social equality which
is the first condition of complete moral equality. Yet the
demand for the possibility of mere existence may serve
as an ethical minimum. However meagre its content, it is
not wholly superfluous in a state of society where even
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Tanner.   London, 1899.